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BOX ELDER 


At90 years old, Mayme 
Lower of Corinne has been 
delivering the U.S. Mail for 


65 years and has no intention 
of quitting. 


Lower works with the U.S. 
Postal Service as a contract 
employee. She delivers:mail 
three times a week from the 
Corinne Post Office to resi 
dents living on Promontory 
Point 

When she started, she 
drove a Ford Model A coupe. 
Now she drives a Pontiac se- 
dan with leather seats and 
air conditioning. 

Each Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday she makes the 
inail run. Lower figures she 
‘Yhay have missed her mail 
Tun perhaps six times in 65 
years. “I've never been sick. 
I'm just too damned ornery 
to get sick, I guess,” she said. 


Standard-Examiner 
UTAH 


Mapleton is putting new- 
home builders on notice that, 
when the drought ends, it 
will not be responsible for 
any potential flooding be- 
‘cause of a rising water table. 

The Mapleton City Coun- 
cil recently passed a hold. 
harmless ordinance, which 
requires all building permit 
applicants to sign away their 
right to sue the city if their 
basement floods. 

According to the agree- 
ment, Mapleton would be re- 
leased from liability from 
“any damage to homes re- 
Sulting from varying ground. 
water tables, high water ta 
bles, flooding, debris flow 
mudslides, earth shifting, 
sinking, ground movement,” 
or other unforeseen geologic 


hazards. 
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Advocate for Colorado Plateau to Be Honored 


Crusader: Stiles has 
angered developers and 
environmentalists alike 


By CHRISTOPHER SMART 
The Salt Lake Tribune 


In the early 1970s, Jim Stiles 
carried around Ed Abbey's envi- 
ronmentalist primer Desert Soli 
taire wherever he went and 
quoted from it as if it were 
gospel. 

In some respects Stiles picked 
up the fight to save the Colorado 
Plateau where the bard of Moab 
left off. 

The first issue of Stiles’ pub- 
lication, The Canyon Country 
Zephyr, was printed March 14, 
1989, the day Abbey died. 

Stiles’ Moab-based newspa- 
per has angered tourism pro- 
moters, developers and environ 
mentalists alike. During the past 
14 years, for example, the Zephyr 
has fought a proposed highway 
through the Book Cliffs, plans to 
leave the Atlas Mineral uranium 
tailings in Moab and the expan: 
sion of southeastern Utah's 
tourist industry. 


Stiles also pressed for a new 
form of government in Grand 
County, protections against 
commercial tours in the back 
country of Arches National Park 
and, of course, draining Lake 
Powell 

Today in a small ceremony ai 
6 p.m. in Salt Lake City's Alta 
Club, the Glen Canyon Institute 
will present Stiles with the fifth 
annual David R. Brower Award 
for his efforts to protect the frag- 
ile sandstone environment of the 
Colorado Plateau. 

Richard Ingebretsen, the in 
stitute’s president, it is time 
to recognize Stiles’ contribu 
tions. “He has fought from the 
day he landed in Utah for the 
Colorado Plateau and has been 
unrewarded,” he said. “His 
whole newspaper is devoted to 
that.” 

While honoring Stiles’ push to 
protect Utah’s canyon country, 
Ingebretsen s, the institute 
also is saluting the Zephyr 
editor-publisher for forcing en- 
vironmentalists to look in the 
mirror. 

“It irritated people. They 
didn't like it,” Ingebretsen said. 


Veterans to Talk About WW II Missions 


Veterans will share their ex. 
periences during a free lecture 
series at the new Salt Lake City 
Library Main Branch, 200 E. 400 
S., on the third Thursday of the 
month, starting at 7 p.m. 

@ Thursday, Seymore “Ike” 
Isaacs will talk about his 35 mis- 
sions as a B-17 pilot over Europe 
during World War I. 

@ June 19, Arnold Randle dis- 
cusses his service on a 


subchasher in the Caribbean. 

@ July 17, Spencer Felt, a B-24 
pilot, will talk about his rescue 
by the Polish underground. 

@ Aug. 21, Douglas Howard 
will discuss the India-Burma. 
China war zone. 

@ Sept. 18, Upton Ramsey, a 
B-25 pilot, will talk about his 54 
bombing missions over Europe. 

@ Oct. 16, Phil Shumway, 
fighter pilot who flew 


a 
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Jim Stiles 


ounty activist/publisher 


“Jim has really pushed the 
conscience of the environmen: 
talists. And he lost friends over 
it” 

The Brower award is in 
tended to keep alive the late Si 
erra Club director’s vision of the 
Colorado Plateau. The Glen 
Canyon Institute makes the 
award in conjunction with the 
Brower family 

Stiles says he is humbled to be 
in the company of previous re- 
cipients: Ken Sleight, Katie Lee, 
Dan Baird and Martin Litton. 

“I'm really honored. I don't 


missions, will talk about being 
lost at sea. 

@ Nov. 20, Cliff Lawrence will 
discuss his 50 missions in the 
Pacific war zone as B-25 pilot. 

@And on Dec. 18, former 
speakers will be featured. 
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usually get awards, 

After r g the M 
Wrench Gi trid- 
Stiles knew he had to meet Ab- 
bey. He hopped in his Volkswa 
gen bus with $900 in cash t 
his Louisville, Ky., home for 
Moab. 

In 1976, he landed ar; er job 
in Arches but dumped his career 
with the Park Service 10 years 
ind draw cartoons. 

I was stagnating,” he said of 
his ranger position. “So I 
doing some cartooning ani 
ries for The Stinking Desert Ga 
zette,” Stiles said of the now 
defunct journal dedicated to sat 
ire and spoofs. 

The proposition to locate a 
toxic incinerator in Grand 
County triggered Stiles’ foray 
into publishing. 

“It seemed like there was 
room for a second voice in Moab 
[besides the weekly Times 
Independent},” he said, “one with 


an environmentalists’ slant 


Lately, however, Stiles find: 
himself increasingly at odd 
with en mmentalists and 


their appar 
ism as a mechanism to replace 
mining, timber and ranching as 
traditional economies of the 
Southwest 

Industria] tourism,” as Ab- 
bey called it, is just as harmful to 
the environment as the extrac- 
tive industries, Stiles observed. 

Anyone who thought that tour 
ism and recreation were ways to 
save the environment is going to 
be sadly mistaken.” 

As more and more people 
take their toll on the Colorado 
Plateau, Stiles predicts a future 
with wider restrictions on open 
spaces, “I see a great deal of ac 
quiescence by many people to 
give up their freedom to wander 
for a structural situation with a 
lot of controls. Maybe that's the 
way it has to be. But I don’t like 
it 
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